Bhudarpura Footpath School
As the name states, the footpath school is a place where Free Education is given to poor, unprivileged children on the road side footpath to move ahead in life. Without it, many of these children might have left the studies just after the primary education. But Thanks to Kamalbhai Parmar, these children have been able to proceed for higher studies. Kamalbhai has played a dual role of a teacher and a mentor for these Socially and Economically Backward children.
Kamalbhai is not one of the thousand of tuition teachers you loot at disdain, for making money as students flock to them in dozens to fetch marks. He doesn’t just give tuitions for free. He also changes lives!

How It Started

Kamalbhai Parmar is a simple, middle class person having an auto garage and welding shop in Bhudarpura area of Ambawadi, Ahmedabad. He keeps doing selfless social activities for the society like preaching illiterate people for not doing child marriages, not taking marriage dowry, educating girls (in the socially backward families where girls are sent to work instead of school). He also keeps doing noble activities like distributing food during floods, helping sick strangers etc.
One day he saw some slum children walking by his garage and welding shop in Ambawadi bazaar of Ahmedabad. Children were returning from their school after an annual exam. Just with curiosity, he asked them few questions and he was shocked to know that these children were not knowing even the basic of mathematics (simple tables) even after passing from previous standards. He learnt that they were not given proper attention at schools and because their parents are illiterate nobody bothered for their studies. Kamalbhai decided to give them free tuition. 

Kamalbhai put few benches on the footpath near his garage in the busy street of Ambawadi bazaar. This became evening school for the nearby slum children. Many poor children from the nearby slums started coming for free coaching. During day time these children go to nearby Municipal schools and in the evening they come to the footpath school.
This has been a daily activity since more than 10 years. More than 100 slum children of sweepers, laborers, security guards, lorry pullers, drivers, house maids etc are getting free coaching from Kamalbhai. He has devoted his life for this cause.
Activities at Footpath School
Free Education & Free Meal
Free coaching is given to slum children studying in Standard 1 – 10. Tuition is taken in the evening sessions on the benches put on the roadside footpath. Kamalbhai himself takes tuition for primary standards. His ex students (all those who had studied in the footpath school before) takes tuition for high school standards up to 10th (SSC). The footpath school in the Ambawadi bazar area of Ahmedabad witnesses a virtual riot in evenings, when more that 100 children come for studies.

Note books are provided free of cost to all the children.
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Kamalbhai believes that Mathematics and English are Must for the base of today’s education. So he personally teaches standard tables to the primary students. He arranges special English classes for students of 5th and higher standards.

As Swami Vivekanand has said, “First feed then teach. How a person can learn anything with an Empty Stomach?” Kamalbhai has understood this very well. He noticed that majority of these poor children remain hungry as their family income is less than INR 5000. So he decided to provide free meals to all these children at his own expenses.
Free Meal is provided Daily – all 365 days of the year. Kamalbhai bears most of the expenses (almost more than INR 2000 for about 100 children). Many donors also arrange special meals on certain occasions. 
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Teaching Values of Life

The education he imparts does focus on how much the kids score in their exams, but that’s not his only goal. Apart from free education, many other good activities are done to provide better knowledge and cultural values to the children coming from extremely backward family back ground. These help them to become mature citizens of the future. Kamalbhai believes that cultural values taught to these children, particularly to girls will give us a new generation full with ethical standards.
Kamalbhai also teaches the children ethical values, helping each others, speaking truth, to keep good hygiene, saving the environment etc. These are very important for the children coming from the slum surroundings.
[image: image5.jpg]



A small library with books and magazines cultivates the reading habits in children but also teach them the value of sharing with others.
Kamalbhai is also helping the poor families of these children in their critical need of time. If any student’s family is not able to sustain daily needs due to some tragic circumstances (like death of the main family person, accident, prolonged illness etc), then Kamalbhai comes forward to take care that a child does not give up studies in any case.
Awards & Achievements
“Dharati Ratna” award is given from Ashirvaad Education Trust in 2009 in presence of Gujarat’s governor Dr. Kamalaji. 
“Footpath Shala” got a Media attention these good activities in “Ahmedabad Mirror” of the “Times of India”. “The Times of India” regularly publishes Kamalbhai’s footpath school stories. Kamalbhai’s footpath school story was also published in the world famous magazine “Readers Digest”. The famous TV channels have also given news coverage.
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Achievements of students –Many brilliant students have passed HSC (12th) with higher grades and joined prestigious colleges. 2 girls coming from laborers’ families have made to Commerce stream with 80% marks. Their monthly family income is barely INR 3000. 3 boys passed HSC Science with 75% marks and joined Engineering. These students are groomed by Kamalbhai since their childhood.
You can Help Children for Higher Studies

Up to 10th standard, free coaching is provided. But for higher studies, fund is required to bear the tuition and coaching fees. If you are interested to help these children for higher studies, then please contact us. We will send you complete details of financial requirements. You can directly pay fees in school/college/coaching class or we will give you the payment receipt of the paid fees.
If you are in Ahmedabad and willing to give volunteering coaching for 11th/12th students (Science/Commerce), then you can arrange suitable timing and provide them required coaching.
Contact Details

Kamalbhai Parmar,
Footpath Shala, 

Bhudarpura, Ambawadi

Ahmedabad

Or

Tushar Anjaria

47/4, L.Colony,

Near Polytechnic

Ahmedabad – 380015

Phone: 079-26421587(Kamalbhai Residence), 98251 59024 (Tushar Anjaria’s Mobile)

Email: advait_sys@hotmail.com (Tushar Anjaria)
